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HE B. XIIFr7. 


4 ey them that have the Rule over you, and 
= /ubmit yourſelves, for they watch for your 
= Souls, as they that muſt give Account. 


ZZ Suppoſe our Tranſlation of this Text 

will be ſufficiently vindicated, by 
conſidering other Places of Scrip- 
ture, where the ſame original Words 
+ 2 | fb HyspearO- and ao: Which we ren- 
WL der by Ruling and Obeying, are ma- 
8 nifeſtly taken in this Senſe and can- 
Wt be underſtood other wiſe. It will be ſufficient to pro- 
uce an Inſtance or two to this purpoſe. In that emi- 
ent Prophecy oncerning the Place of the Meſſiah's 


f tivity, recited Matt. Ii. 6. The Governour who was 
= B | to 


(2) 


to come out of Bethlehem to feed God's Pen 
Iſrael, is expreſſed by no other Word than Hyiuus Wi 
The fame is applied to Joſeph, Acts vii. 10. when 

he was made Governour over the Land of Een 
und over Pharaohs Houſe, KzTwmav d ui Hyvuery | 
Ahh rl, & 6x» + de dyrs *, The other Term, naa 
which is here tranſlated Obey, is by St. James u 
in the ſame Senſe Epiſt. iii. 3. 104 , irrer 26 10 
due eis 72 gt i BaMouw Tex 7 meibeSa: cvTes , Beh 
we put Bits in the Horſes Mouths that they n 
obey us : And being here join d with + 5incxer, fabi 
yourſelves, it is in this Place, at leaſt, evidently vi 
{trained to the Senſe in which our Tranſlators hal 
taken it. Befides, the very Nature of the Thins vi 
quires this Interpretation; for if Hyiuse be wil 
render d 7hs/e who rate over us, the Duty on our Pail 
can be no other than Obedience and Submiſſion th 
them. Suppoſing it certain, therefore, that the Won 
are rightly render d of Subjects and Governours, i 
next Words ſhew us of what Sort or Nature th 
Governours, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, mx 
That me are not temporal Rulers who take carr 
our worldly Intereſts and Concerns, but their 
vernment conſiſts in Malching for our Faul, wi 
therefore is of a ſpiritual Nature; And whereas 4 
are to give Account of their Care and Fidelity nM 
Dilcharge of this Office, thisſhews that they are app 
ted to it by God himſelf, to whom they are 70 7 


I 


Ne erium nom tajuſdnm Hiſcngtiomnm apm Pull coꝑruph. Gree. p. 16 : dg 


1 Acco 
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& count. So that the Words deſcribe to us the Out- 
ines, as it were, of the Chriſtian Church, that it 
not a confus'd Multitude without Rule or Order, 
ut is a regular well digeſted Society, wherein God 
Hs appointed ſome to Rule and others to Obey. And 
rom hence will follow. 


1. That the Church is a viſible ſpiritual Society 
3 governd by proper Officers and Miniſters ap- 
pointed by God himſelf. And becauſe the 
Church is to continue till the Conſummation of 
all things, therefore, 


II. Theſe Officers and Miniſters are to be preſerv d 
by Succeſſion throughout all Ages of the Church. 
— becauſe no Society can well ſubſiſt without 
a regular Subordination of the Officers and Mi- 
niſters in it, therefore, 


III. The Miniſters of the Church are of different 
Orders and Degrees. And becauſe the Members 
of the Chriftian Church are here commanded to. 
obe aud Jubmit themſelves to the Rulers of it; 

1 wil not be improper, ; 
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Lafth, Toenquirewhat:the Powers arevith which 
they are invelted.. 


I. That che Church, hc. That the Church i is a 
* is an evident Cofernence of there being 55 
rs' 


44 " 
lers appointed of it, and of ſome being commande 
to obey theſe Rulers, ſince where Men live at lar 
independent of one another, and looſe from all tha 
Bonds which being in Societies layes upon them, th; 
very Nature of the thing ſhews, that there is not nuf 
can be any Government or Subjection at all; as a 
the contrary, as ſoon.as Governours and Subjects a 
conſtituted, Anarchy ceaſes, a Dependence of ſon; 
upon others is introduc d, and a dutiful Obedience an 
Submiſſion accord ing to the Nature of the Govem 
ment. So that where ever Governours and Subjech i 
are, there muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed a Society au, 
all things eſſential to it; and where the former an h 
mention d the latter muſt be imply d, fince the, * 
can t ſubſiſt ſeparately. It is true, indeed, that the 
nion of all Chriſtians under our bleſſed Lord, Who if | f 
the common Head and King and Governour of h i 
univerſal Church and Kingdom, and their Parti 
pation of the ſame Privileges, the Forgiveneſs of the c 
Sins, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit, do ce 
tainly demonſtrate the Chriſtian Church to be a SH 
ciety, but then it does not hence ſo evidently ay 
pear that this Society is, or ought to to be, viſibl; 
becauſe the Bond of this Union with our Head, a 1 
the Graces we derive from him, our Faith, our n. 
ceptance with him, and the Operations of his Spiri 
upon our Souls, are all internal and inviſible. B 
the conſideration of the external Polity, eſtabliſhed 
this Society, does clearly prove the Society it ſelf u 


be external, ſince a Society of viſible Men, ove)" 
4 


a 


[5] 

nd ſubmitting them ſelves to viſible Rulers, muſt 
eeds be a vilible Society. Beſides, the Admiſſion into 
TW his Society by Baptiſm, the external Communion 
fr the Members of this Society in Prayer, and the 
Participation of the Lord's Supper, which are en- 
Foined and commanded by our Lord and his A- 
Poſtles, do all prove this Society to be viſible: For 
Ik the Communion in theſe outward Rites be the 
ſotes and Tokens of the Members of this Society, 
FSvhereby they are united to each other, and diſ- 
FSinguiſh'd from all other Men; if publickly meet- 
Ing together, for praying to, and praiſing God, be 
he Duty of all who are incorporated into this Bo- 
y, undoubtedly the Body or Society it ſelf mult be 
eternal or viſible. And tho it may and dos, too 
tten, happen that many are admitted into this 
WF :11ble Society who are not, indeed, united with it's 
lead, 2. e. who have not Faith in Chrift, who are 
pot good here, nor will be happy hereafter : Yet 
o one who is not joind to this Society has any 
fight to the Privileges of it, nor can lay any Claim 
o the Promiſes made to it. For all the Promiſes 
f Chriſt are made to his Church, and if there 
re many who do not attain to, or enjoy theſe Pro- 
ies, the Fault is entirely in themſelves who do 
Wot perform the Conditions annext to them. And 
ence it appears that every one is obligd to en- 
er into and continue in this Society, oblig d, I mean, 
far as the Hopes of Happineſs, and the Fear of 
F'crlaſting Miſery can oblige Men : So that if 
4 '$: ; the 


[6] 


the Chriſtian Church be a voluntary Club, or Soil | 
ety, as ſome. love to ſpeak, tis ſo only in this Sen #1 
that it 18 left to eyery one's Choice whether he wil | 
go to Heaven or not. He that believes andi 
bapiiz d, that is, is admitted into the Society d 
Chriſt's Church, /hall be ſaved, but be thin 
beheveth not hall be damn d. © 
But tho the Church of Chrift be thus an exte: 
nal viſible Society, yet it is founded upon dif: 
rent Maxims, and directed to quite different End 
and Purpoſes from worldly and temporal Societis 
the End of theſe is the Maintaining outwailſ 
Peace, and protecting the Lives and Poſſeſſions of May 
the Deſign of the other is the promoting Piety an 
Virtue in this Life, and the introducing Men ini 
immortal Happineſs in the next; conſequently tit 
Governours of the one have to do with mens Bf 
dies and Eſtates, the Nulers of the other are hen 
the Apoſtle, ſaid to warch for mens Souls Mp 
The peur eden of mens ſpiritual Intereſts is tłœ 
Truſt repos d in them, this is the End of I»8/ 
ſtituting the Society it ſelf, and hither the Run 
of it are to direct all their Solicitude and Care 
And for this purpoſe they were appointed bj 
Chriſt himſelf, as the Apoſtle proceeds to ſhe 
For, ſays he, They watch for your Souls, as ru 
that muſt give Account. And if they are 
give Account to Chriſt of their Fidelity and Dili 


» Mark xvi. 16. 


genc 


121 
ES cnce in this Office, tis a good Argument that 
Sic Office it ſelf was committed to them by 
Fnriſt. To the ſame purpoſe St. Paul elfewhere 
Ppſerves, That it was requir d of them to be 7aith- 
„as being Mini/ters of Chriſt and Stewards 
E/ the My/teries of God. And if the Apoſtles and 
*D ulcers in Chriſt's Church are Min:/ters and Steu- 
[ras e, God and Cbriſt, if they are required 10 
e /arhb/u/ in this Mmiſtry and Stewardſhip, if 
oe watch for Mens Souls and muſt give Ac- 
ant, tis plain they are appointed to all this by 
Thrift himſelf. And our Apoſtle dos in other Pla- 
es expreſly affirm of himſelf, That our Lord, + 
u ounting him Faithful, put him into the Miniſtry, 
u nd that the + Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is 
mitted to him by Chriſt, and of the whole Body of 
fficers and Miniſters in the Church, That (*) 
hriſt has ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, 


4 


eondarily) Teachers, &c. and that the () Ho/ 
%% had made the Elders Overſeers to feed the 
IWF , Chri/?. But becauſe it may be ſaid, That 
no the Apoſtles and firſt Rulers of Chriſt's Church 


Were, indeed, appointed by Chriſt himſelf and the Ad- 
Wuinſtration of the Affairs of this Spiritual Society was. 
Wommitted to them; yet to apply it to the preſent 
ate of the Church it will be neceſſary to prove, 
Hat this Office and Miniſtry was derived to others at- 


1 Cor, iv, 1. _ + 2x Tim. i. 12. + 1 Cor. ix. 17. (*) 1 Cor. 
28. (+) A, xx. 28, 


ter 


[5] 

ter their deceaſe, and ought always to continue h;, 
the Church. I proceed, 
II. To ſhew, That as the Church is to continy 
till the Conſummation of all Things; ſo thi 
Rulers and Miniſters - are to be preſerv'd bk 
Succeſſion throughout all Ages of it. And he 
it may be obſervd in Favour of the Perpetuj* 
ty of the Miniſters and Officers of Chriſt's Church 
that whereas it has been already ſhewn, that the 
are Chriſt's Miniſters and Stewards, are appon 
ted by him, and muſt gzve account of their Fidi 
Zy in this Miniſtery, it is not ſo much as pretend 
that there is any Intimation given in the ScryM 
ture, that their Functions and Offices are ever to ce 
and be extinct in the Church; whence one may gathe 
a ſtrong Preſumption, at leaſt, that being once eſt 
bliſhed they are ever to continue as long as ti 
Church, and the End of their Inſtitution dos. F 
if theſe Offices being once eſtabliſh'd ſhould aftcM 
wards ceaſe, or be extinguiſh'd, the Failure of then 
muſt be accounted for one of theſe Ways; eitit 
from the Nature of the Church, which will not ai 
mit them to continue perpetually : Or of the 
fices themſelves which will naturally ceaſe a 
expire: Or from ſome Declaration of Chriſt, thal 
theſe Offices ſhall continue for but a certain Time 
Or, laſtly, Let it be ſhewn, that in Fact theſe 0 
fices have ceas d, and that there is not the fail 


Reaſon ſor their continuance in the Church 7 
| "hel 


[9] 
nere was formerly. But the Extinction of Ru- 
ers and Officers in Chriſt's Church is fo far from 
Þ ppcaring either of theſe Ways, that I ſhall chuſe 
Fo prove by every one of them, that they were 
Intended and ought to be perpetual in it. And, 


Fir, From the Nature of Chriſt's Church: 
„Is it was above ſhewn, That the Church is a 
Pociety becauſe the Apoſtle dos in the Text men- 
ion the Rulers of it, and directs Obedience to 
e paid to them; ſo from it's being provd 
do be a Society will reciprocally appear the Ne- 

&cflity of its having Nulers and Miniſters, ſince 
t is impoſible any Society ſhoud ſubſiſt without 
them: Either, therefore, the Church muſt from 
Ihe Apoſtles Time, have ceas d to be a Society, 
Ir elſe, from that Time Rulers and Miniſters 
nuſt have continued in it: But if there be no 
Reaſon proving the Church to be a Society in the 
poſtles Days, which dos not equally prove it a 
Pociety at any other Period, tis plain that all 
the Conſequences drawn from its being a Society 
„ ormerly are equally cogent now); and therefore, 
f the Church were a Society at its firſt Inſtitution, 

nd if the Conſequence of that be the Eſtabliſhing 
Wi Rulers in it, tis evident that the ſame Conſe- 
Juence will hold as long as it ſhall continue a So- 
ety, that is, as long as the Church it ſelf ſhall 
ontinue ; and therefore, that Rulers and Miniſters 
nuſt be preſervd in it throughout all the Ages 
feu. Nor, | D Secondly, 


(10) 


Secondly, Is there any Thing in the Natur 
of the Offices themſelves to cauſe them to ceakl 
It is true, That the Apoſtles and firſt Preach 
of the Goſpel were.endued with the Power of work 
ing Miracles, and ſpeaking divers Kinds of Tongue 
which were extraordinary Gifts, and not intends © ? 
to continue- always. But ſurely the Office of uk 
Apoſtle did not conſiſt in working Miracles, bw 
in preaching the Goſpel; the Power of doing wo 

derful Works was grven them only to enable then 
to preach the Goſpel ; with greater Authority a 
Succeſs ; * And Tongues were a Sign not to the 
Who believe, but 7 them who believe not: 
ſoon, therefore, as by theſe Means the Goſpel had pr 
vail d over as great Part of the World, as to ti 
divine Wiſdom ſeem'd fit, theſe extraordinary Git 
ceas'd : But did the Apoſtles Office and Manilt 
ry likewiſe immediately ceaſe about all Perlo 
who being convincd by their Miracles embraci 
the Goſpel ? As, if their Office confiſted only ui 
performing extraordinary Things, it muſt hav 
done; ſince it is plainly to no Purpoſe to wolf 
Miracles for the Conviction of Perſons who W 
already convinc'd. But in their Writings, and if 
the Hiſtory of their Acts, we find them {till en 
ploy'd about the Faithful who had no further neil 
of Miracles, in Preaching, in Praying, in breakil 


*. x1 Cor. Xiv. 22. 
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f Bread, in iſſuing out Decrees for the Direction 
r the Church, in laying on of Hands, in compo- 
ing Diſſentions, and cenſuring Offenders: Theſe are 
Ine great Branches of the Apoſtolical Office, properly 
I call'd, to which the working of Miracles was but 
N uxiliary, ſerving only to introduce the Exerciſe of 
neſe more uſeful Functions. As long, therefore, 
hs Preaching, as Praying, as Adminiſtring the Sa- 
Framents, as Peace and Order, and Diſcipline ſhall 
de neceflary in the Church, ſo long will it be 
pdeceſlary that the Officers to whom the Perfor- 
uu ance of theſe Functions is commited, ſhall re- 
main and be continued. 
an A. 
u 7 h:rdly, Our Lord has declard and promis d, that 
thc Officers ſhall continue for ever in the Church. 
un has generally been underſtood, that the Pro- 
e Ine our Lord made to the Apoſtles, when he 
ſofent them forth to * zZeach and baptize all Na- 
ans, Loe ] am with you always even unto the 
e, the World, did imply the Continuance of 
Wc Miniſters and Governours of Chriſt's Church 
voll the Conſummation of all Things; for fince 
ui Promiſe cou'd not be confin'd perſonally to 
d e u Apoſtles who all dyd not many Years after 
en hur Lord's Aſcention, it has reaſonably been inter- 
= to extend to all their Succeſſors in the Chrifti- 


ne: 
1k Church : And the Way taken to cvade this has 


rn 


ö 


x Matt. XXVIIi. 19. 20. 


been 


12) 
been by interpreting Eee wi; ovrnnelw m3 d., wth 
mean either the End of the ei Sate, or Diſpen 
ſation, that is, till the Deſtruction of the City ai 
Temple of Jeruſalem, or elſe till the End of th 
Age or Lives of the Apoſtles themſelves. Bu 
againſt the firſt of theſe Evaſions it may be 4 
ſerv'd, That St. John did actually outlive the De 
truction of the Temple and wrote his * Neve 
on, and govern'd the Churches of Aſia ſome Year 
after it, to whom it will not be pretended, I {iy 
poſe, that the Preſence of Chri/t was ever wan 
ing. Againſt the other Evaſion it may be obſer 
ved, That Al, is not the Goſpel term for a Mari 
Life which is always expreſs'd by ys: and be 
fides, if any Credit may be given to Ecclefaſtial 
Antiquity, it is certain that the Power of work 
Miracles, which is a certain Sign of Chriſt's Pf 
ence, continued in the Church many Years aft 
all the Apoſtles were fallen a ſleep; and if Chri 
were preſent in ſo extraordinary a Manner, vl 
cannot ſuppoſe he ſhou'd be abſent in more ord 
nary Inſtances. 


— — a— A Loa WA. — I Ws 


Laſtly, It is Fact, that Miniſters and Rulers han 
continued in the Church from the very Beginnil 
to this Day, and no 1maginable Reaſon can 
aſſign d why Miniſters and Governours ſhou'd 
neceſſary in the firſt Ages of the Church which vi 


* Yid Euſeb. E. H. L. 3 c. 18. & 23. 


[13] 
not equally hold thro' every other Age even till the 
nd of the World. Tis certain from St. Pauls own 
Writings that he himſelf ordained Timothy and Titus, 
directing them to * ordam likewiſe Elders in e- 
1 very Cuy. And many of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers 
g have left us + Catalogues of the Biſhops who had 
from Time to Time ſucceeded in ſeveral Cities, even 
"om the Times of the Apoſtles themſelves, which 
Sis a Thing too well known to need being inſiſted 
Jon. And if the Apoſtles themſelves thought it 
neceflary to appoint their Succeſſors, commanding 
them likewiſe toappoint others; I believe it will be 
impoſſible to aſſign a Time and Reaſon, when and 
hy this Neceſſity ſhoud ceaſe: But the fame 
Reaſon which induc'd the Apoſtle to ordain Titus, 
bor inſtance, commanding him to ordain others, 
will ever induce a Neceſſity of continuing on the 
Jucceſſion as long as the Chrifttan Church ſhall 
Wlaſt For if the Needs and Neceſſities of the 
church, to which theſe Offices are apply'd, con- 
tinue in all Ages the ſame, what imaginable Reaſon 
can be given why the Offices themſelves ſhou'd not 
continue? I proceed now, 


III. To ſhew, That as no Society of any conſidera- 
ble extent can well ſubſiſt without a regular Subordi- 
nation among the Officers and Miniſters of it; ſo 


It. i. 5. 1 Ti. ili. 2. + Vid. Euſeb. lib. 4. cap. 5. & Iren lib, 3. cap. 3. 
& Tertul. lib, de Preſcrip. aav. Her. cap. 32. 


E. the 
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the Miniſters of Chriſt's Church are of differey 
Orders and Degrees. And this diverſity of De 
grees is ſo neceflary from the very Natur 
of large Societies, and from the different Office 
and Functions to be adminiſter d in them, thi 
even they themſelves, who have thought fit to de 
ſtroy the regular Subordination of inferior Min, 
ſters to ſuperior, which the Apoſtles left in the 
Church, have found it neceſſary to eſtabliſh a nei 

Sort of Superiors of their own Invention. Ang 

when they woud no longer be ſubject to the 1. 
poſtolical Order of Biſhops, have ſet up a Sort 
Claſſes, and Synods, and Elders, utterly unknowmW 
to all Antiquity. But it is not my Buſineſs a 
preſent to diſpute this Matter with theſe Men 
L ſhall therefore proceed toſhew in Fact, That by the 
Conſtitution of our Lord and his Apoſtles, th: 
Church has from the Beginning been governel 
by Miniſters of different Degrees. We find then nM 
the Goſpels that our Lord did at ſeveral Times 
chuſe out of the whole Body of his Followers iſ 
firſt, the Twelve Apoſtles, and afterwards * Seventy 
other Diſciples, whom he ſent forth to preach; 
and becauſe the Commiſſion given to both of them 

runs chiefly in the ſame Words; hence ſome 
have been inducd to believe that they were both 
of the fame Order, and upon a perfect Equal: 
ty; but that there was a great Diſparity between 


* Lale X. 1. 


them 


Fi] 

cm, and that the Apoſtles were really, and were 
ways underſtood to be, of an Order ſuperior 
Jo the ſeventy Diſciples, will appear from this 
ingle Conſideration, that when, upon the Defecti- 
uon and Death of the Traytor Judas, a Vacancy 
happened in the College of the Apoſtles, Mar- 
bias was with great Solemnity, and by the In- 
egerpoſition of God himſelf, appointed to fill it, and 
as thence number d among the Apoſiles ; yet 
his very Perſon was before (if any Credit may be 
wen to the antient Ecclefiaſtical Writers) one of 
he ſeventy Diſciples: If, therefore, the ſeventy were 
pf the ſame Order with the Apoſtles, to what was 
i Wt that Matthias was appointed? Why all this 
Wolemnity and Prayers to God only to declare a 
Man to be what he was indeed before? I think, 
therefore, we may conclude, that there was a Dit- 
Werence in the Order or Degree of thoſe Preachers 
$f the Goſpel which were ordain'd even by Chrift 
Wimſelf, If we proceed to a View of what the A- 
Pottles did afterwards, in ordaining Miniſters of 
he Church, we ſhall find a Difference of Degree 
nong them no leſs certain. I ſuppole it will not be 
eceſſary, nor expected that I thoud go over the 
hole Hiſtory of their Acts, or take Notice of all 
e Paſſages in their Epiſtles, from whence this 
ay be provd. I will therefore make choice of 
n Example or two which do clearly ſhew it. Tis 


Adi i 26. + Exſeb. E. H. lib. 1. cap. 12. 
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evident, therefore, and agreed on all Hands, thy 


_dination were to take care of the Poor, yet the 
were not ſo confin d to this Employment, but v 
find two of them, Stephen and Philip, immediat 
ly preaching the Word, and the latter baptizing. . 
find likewiſe + Paul and Barnabas ordaining Eldenff 
who were without Controverſy inferior to the þ 


Epheſus, and of the other in Crete; in the Epiſtl 
which he afterwards writ to them, giving then 


them to ordam (*) Elders and Deacons, to {W 


[16 ] 


the Deacons were of an Order very much inferior toth 
Apoſtles ; and although the Occaſion of their (| 


poſtles, in the Cities where they preach'd the Gf 
pel. And St. Paul having ordam d Timothy an 
Titus, and fixd the Reſidence of the one x 


Directions how they ſhoud govern the Church 
over which he had appointed them, comma 


| 
| 
t 
t 
1 
; 
| 
1 


ſpect their Lives and Manners, and take care 
their Maintenance; and if the Power of off 
daining, of correcting and cenſuring, gives a Ml 
any Authority over, or makes him of a dil 
rent Order from others, whom he thus ordai 
and Cenſures, then undoubtedly Timothy and Til 
were of an Order ſuperior to the Elders and 4 
cons, and the chief Care and Preſidence in tl 
Church was committed to them, by whom © 
inferior Orders of Clergy as well as the Ia 
were to be directed and governed. Nor are tit 


ee -- al 
— 


Adds vi. 77 8. + Adds xiv. 23. . 1 . 


7 ; 
Ine only Inſtances to be found ih Scripture of 
Hngle Perſons veſted with chief Authority in the 
hurch. For the * feven Epiitles, which in the 
Revelation our Lord is introducd as dictating to 
he ſeven moft eminent Churches of the Procon- 
Hilar Aſia, are directed ſeverally to the Angels of 
Ineſe Churches, Perſons who muſt certainly have 
pad the chief Care and Authority over them, be- 
zuſe they are blamed or commended for every 
thing our Lord finds fault with, or praiſes among 
hem, which cou'd not well have been done un- 
es their good or ill Example, their Authority 
tend Inſtruction, their Care or Negligence, had been 
nah Cauſe of one or the other. And though 
pome, who ſeeing that a fingle Perſon having fu- 
1 reme or chief Authority in the Church is certain- 
87 a Biſhop, woud therefore willingly apply the 
Title of Angel either to the whole Church or to 
B College of Presbyters preſiding over it; yet to 
Wnderitand it of more than a ſingle Perſon is to do 
Violence to the whole Tenour of the Epiſtles, 
ich run conſtantly in the ſingular Number, and 
o apply them to more Perſons than one wou d 
ake them inconſiſtent. Beſides, it may be prov d 
rom + Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that there were Bi- 
ops preſiding in all theſe Churches, fo exceed- 
ng near the Time of writing the Revelation, both 


| * Rev, i. + Vid. Ignat. Ep. ad Epheſ. de Onefim3 eorum Epiſt. & ad Smyr- 
en & ad Polycar. vid. etiam Euſeb. H. E. lib. 5. cap. 24. 
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before and after it, that it wou'd be wonderful 
there ſhoud have been none at the very Tin 
of writing it. And thus it appears from Scriptun 
that in the firſt Age there were diſtin& Order 
of Miniſters in the Church, that there was a Sul 
ordination among them, that the Prefidency q 
chief Authority was in the ſeveral Churches conf 
mitted to fingle Perſons, that there were at leu 
three Orders when St. Paul writ his Epiſtles, fir 
of Apoſtles (in which T ſuppoſe Timothy and Ii 
ius included) next of Elders, and laſtly of DM 
cons inferior to both: Which are the ſame De 
grees that have ever fince continued in th 
Church under the Titles of Biſhops, Prieſts, ani 
Deacons. And, I ſuppoſe, theſe Facts, as they a» 
pear in the New Teſtament, are ſufficient to prov 
the real Diſtinction between the two ſuperior 0:8 
ders (for of the loweſt there has never been aw 
Queſtion) and the Subordination of the one to thi 
other, even if we ſhou'd not be able to give 
clear Account of the Difficulties which have bee 
rais d about the Words 'Emozm&- and Heese. be 
ing ſynonimous Terms for Perſons of the fame 
Order: For granting that theſe two are only di 
ferent Names of the ſame Order (as indeed ſeens 
very probable) yet here are plainly three diſtind 
Orders named, one of which particularly is ſupe 
rior to Presbyters, if ordaining them, if governine 
and cenſuring them can make them ſo. But as t 
the Difficulty it ſelf, concerning the ran 

8 


1 i. is | nn 
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ee of the Terms Biſtops and Presbyters, I ſhall 


BEhuſc to account for it in the Words of the learned 
Theodorit, The ſame Per ſons, fays he, were- anti- 
iti call a Biſhops and Presbyters, and they whom 
e now call Biſbops were then call d Apoſtles, but in 
proceſe of Time the Name of Apo/tes was ae 
ed to them who were Apoſtles in the /trift 
enſe, and the reſt who had formerly the Name 
/ Apo/tles were h Biſhops. In this Senſe 
WE paphroditus zs called the Apoſtle of the Philip- 
Whians, Titus 945 the Apo/tle of the Cretans, and 
Timothy of Afia. Every one of which Perſons, 
However, are by other Authors expreſsly nam'd 
Biſhops, and all Biſhops are ſaid to be Succeſſors 
Wt the Apoſtles and of the Apoſtolical Order. If from 
he Scripture we deſcend to the Ecclefiaſtical Wri- 
ers, the Goverment of the Church by Biſhops 
Ind the Subordination of Presbyters and Deacons 
them, is ſo clearly and ſo copiouſly atteſted 
What their Works are almoſt full of it. + St. Igna- 
ius, who was an Apoſtolical Man and almoſt an 
poſtle, does ſo largely, ſo zealouſly, and with ſo 
uch Concern inſiſt upon the Authority of the 
piſcopal Order, that tis plain he conſidered it 
ot only as the Inſtitution of Chriſt himſelf, but 
as perſuaded that the very Being of the Church 
lepended upon it. And, indeed, the Opinion of 
he divine Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, as ſupe- 
rior to Presbyters, is deliver d down from the ear- 


* Com, in 1 Tim. iii. 1. + Vide Ep. ad Smyrnæot, 
lyeſt 


OI a 63 Tr 
* 2 5 = 


— 
— 


| 
7 
J 
3 
we 
84 
{ 
* 
4 
4 


1 

be 
Cf» 
i 
v4 
1 

+4 
0 
»© NY 


j 


Chriſtian Diſpenſation, fo the Ecclefiaſtical Ord 


[ 20 ] 


lyeſt Antiquity in fo ftrong and ſo uninterrupted WM 
Current, that in fourteen hundred Years and mor 
there was found but one Man (Aerius the 4 
an Heretic) who openly contradicted it, and o 
| 
] 


St. Jerom who is ſuppos d to ſpeak fuſpiciouſſy if 
bout it, and yet of * St. Jerom it may be of 
ferv'd, that he has adopted that common Obi» 
vation, that as the eib State was typical of thi 


of the former repreſented thoſe of the Chriſti 
Church, And, ſays he, what Aaron and his Sl 
and the Levites were in the Temple, that BiſupM 
Prieſts, and Deacons are in the Church of Ch 
Which is ſo clear a Teſtimony of the divine 
ſtitution of the Epiſcopal Order, that I won 
thoſe who are ſo fond of his Authority ſha 
not ſee that what in other Places, he ſays inal 
altation of the Order of Presbyters, was not witli 
Intention to derogate from the Authority of ll 
ſhops, but only to repreſs the Arrogance of ſon 
Deacons, who, being of the loweſt Order in Chrilt 
Church, did yet take upon them to equal then 
ſelves with the Dignity of Prieſts. And ths! 
take to be the true Key for interpreting all thi 
Paſſages in that learned Father, which thoſe wil 
are prejudic'd againſt the Order of Biſhops lay hol 


* Ut Sciamus Traditiones Apoſe. ſumptas de veteri Teſtamento quod Aaron & bi 
ejnſatque Levitæ in Templo fuerint, hoc ſibi Epiſcopi & Presbyteri, e Diaconi, wvindiewl 
Ectleſ:a. vide Epiſt. ad Ebagrium. 


[21] 


of, as favouring their Opinion. Having thus ſhewn 
the divine Inſtitution of the Miniſtry, it's perpe- 
tual Eſtabliſhment, and the ſeveral Orders and 
Degrees among the Officers of Chriſts Church, 
becauſe the Hebrews are here in the Text com- 
manded Zo obey and ſubmit themſelves to theſe Nu- 
ers. I come now, 


= La/ily, To ſhew what are the Powers they 
are inveſted with. I have before obſerved, 
„chat the Church of Chriſt is a ſpiritual Society, 
and the Ra/ers of it ſpiritual Rulers, conſequent- 
y the Powers they are inveſted with muſt be 
ſpiritual Powers: As hey watch for Mens Souls, 
Flo the Care of them is the End of their Inſti- 
WF tution and the Meaſure of their Power; ſo that 
if the Rulers of Chriſt's Church happen to be 
truſted with any Branches of Civil Authority, that 
power they do not derive from the Goſpel, but 
is owing to the Conſtitution of the Country in 
Which they live. But as they watch for Mens 
Souls, that 1s, as they are entruſted with bring- 
ing Men to everlaſting Happineſs by the Practice 
of Evangelical Piety and Righteouſneſs ; ſo what- 
ever Means the Goſpel propoſes as neceſſary to 
the Attaining this End; the Promoting thoſe 
Means, and the Execution of all Functions relat- 
ing to them, is the proper Office and Employ- 
ment of the Rulers and Muniters of Chriſt's 
6 Church. 
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Church. And therefore, as Faith in Jeſus Chrig, 
and the Practice of univerſal Holineſs and Righ. 
teouſneſs (which are the Terms of the Evangeli 
cal Covenant), as prayer to God, and partaking 
in the Holy Sacraments, are all preſcribed in the 
Goſpel as neceſſary to the Attaining everlaſting 
Happineſs ; ſo declaring and expounding the Gos. 
pel of our Lord, preſiding in the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, and adminiſtring the Sacrament; 
of the New Covenant, do properly, and according 
to the Nature of this ſpiritual Society, belong 
to the Rulers and Miniſters of it: For to whon MW 
elſe ſhou'd they belong? The Actions now men. 
tioned are Acts proper to this Society, and if 
they are not executed by the Officers and Min- 
ſters of it, they can be executed by no Body, i 
and theſe Offices woud be inſtituted to no pu- 
poſe at all. I deſire, however, it may be ob 
lervd, that we ſay theſe Officers are Miniſters of 
the Society, and, therefore, all Affairs which be 
long to the Society as ſuch muſt be executed by 
them : As for private perſonal Matters, they arc 
of a different Conſideration. Hence therefore, as 
the Admiſſion of Perſons into this Society by 
Baptiſm, and the Excluding them from it by 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, and the Communion of the 
whole Body together in the Lord's Supper, are 
public Acts belonging to the Society as ſuch ; 
1o the Adminiſtring of the Sacraments, — 
tn 


[ 24 ] 
Will to the Church, and in the Name of tc 
Church in offering up their Prayers and Devot 
ons to God, and in doing all ſuch other pub 
Acts as belong to the Church as a Society; 
which, I think, very clear from this one Config 
ration, that they are appointed by God the pi 
lic Miniſters of the Chriſtian Society. But 
there are divers Degrees in the Miniſtry, af 
divers Eccleſiaſtical Acts, ſome of which are al 
propriated to one Degree and ſome to anothel 
and ſome common to all; It might not be un 
proper to conſider this Matter diſtinctly, and 
aſſign to each Order thoſe proper Offices whiff 
Scripture and primitive Antiquity have allotte 
it; but as the Time and Bounds of this Duſcour 
will not permit it, ſo becauſe there are n 
who acknowledge any divine Inſtitution of ti 
Miniſtry at all, but do hkewiſe allow, that 
theſe Acts, I have above mentioned, do belong 
it; but ſome confounding the two ſuperior 0 
ders together, and attributing to the ſecond ( 
der all thoſe Acts which we together with 
Antiquity appropriate to the higheſt Order 
all; it ſhall ſuffice to aſſert one Power as un 
rent in Biſhops alone, which, if it be well prov 
will render it leſs neceflary to inſiſt on any 
ther; ſuch is the Power of Ordination, or ſetti 
Perſons apart for the Office of the Manill! 


which ever has been reſerved to the Epiſcopal ' 


[25 ] 


der. St. Paul ordain d Timothy and Titus, and 
gave them Power of ordaining Elders, but we 
do not find that theſe Elders were ever impow- 
ered to ordain others, and therefore the Power 
=. Ordination has ever remaind with thoſe who 
were calld to the Succeſſion of the Apoſtles, as 
7 1m9/by and Titus were. Indeed St. Paul men- 
tioning Timothy's Ordination, does, in one Place, 
Way it was done * by the laying on the Hands of 
e Presbytery, which has ſervd as a Pretence 
Sin theſe later Ages, for calling meer Presbyters 
to the Exerciſe of this Office: But as INC 
Whinders why we may not, with St. + Chry- 
ſoflom, underitand by the Presbytery a Synod 
of Biſhops, ſince, as has been before obſerved, 
Enioemre; & TIz4585mpog, ſeem in this Epiſtle to be 
ſynonimous Terms for Perſons of the ſame Or- 
der; ſo St. Paul does, in another Place, fay it 
was performed + by bus own Hands; whence it 
is clear that what Part ſoever meer Presbyters 
may be ſuppoſed to bear in this Action, yet the 
whole Authority was conferrd by the Apoſtic 
himſelf; ſince it is not likely that St. Pau! ſhou d 
be obliged to call in the Aſſiſtance of Presby- 
ters to ratify his Act: Their Preſence, indeed, might 
teſtify, and make more ſolemn, the Ordination, 


* 1 Jim. iv. 14. Oi Tie. Tewfurtiewy O i TE, & N xf s xν , s NY 7, 
tec T £740 %676) £41267 31%), Hom, 13. in primam ad Tim, = 2 4 This. i. 6. 
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which is all the Influence it can be imagin d t 
have. And this Power of conferring Orders ha 
ever been ſo religiouſly reſerved to Biſhops, tha 
it in an Inſtance or two, in all Antiquity it ap 
pears, that * a Presbyter took upon him to ordain, i 
does at the ſame Time appear that the Attemyt 
was received with amazement as a monfſtroy 
unheard of Thing, and the pretended Orders con. 
terred by him were rejected by the Chriſtian 
Church. And though an + African Synod did 
permit Presbyters to lay on Hands, yet it ws 
only together with the Biſhop from whom i 
the Power was underſtood to be derivd, the 
Presbyters being admitted for the ſame Reaſon 
above aſſign'd, namely, for the greater Solemnity 
of the Action; for that they convey d no Power 
is evident hence, that all Ordinations before the 
Canon of this Synod of Carthage had been per. 
formed without the Hands of the Presbyters, 
which Ordinations, however, cannot be imagined 
to have been defective. And it deſerves like 
wiſe to be obſervd, that this Liberty was ne 
ver granted to Presbyters in the Greek Church, 
which, to this Day, confers her Orders by the 
Hands of her Biſhops alone. And if the Power 
of Ordination be confin d to the Epiſcopal Or 


{ 


* Vide de Ichyra ordinato a Collutho Presbytero Athan. Apol. 2. + Conil. 
Carth. 4. Can. 3. 
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[27] 
ler, thence it will follow, that what Powers 
dever are conferred on the other Orders, they are 
111 deriv'd from the Impoſition of the Hands of the 
Biſhops who are God's immediate Miniſters for the 
overnment of his Church, and in whom all Ec- 
lefiaſtical Powers are radically and originally 


eſted. 


But to avoid all Miſtakes of this Doctrine, 
layd down thus in general, it may not be im- 
proper to obſerve, that what I have hitherto 
ſaid concerning the Epiſcopal Order, and the 
Powers veſted in it, regards the regular Method 
in which the Miniſtry was eſtabliſhed by the A- 
poſtles, and receivd by the Chriſtian Church, 
and ſhews what ought to be of right in the 
ommon and ordinary Courſe of Things ; but ex- 
traordinary Caſes, unavoidable Accidents and Ne- 
eſſities are, in my judgement, of a different Con- 
Iideration. And, therefore, if any Bodies of the 
hriſtian Church have been forcd, by the Ne- 
eſſity of their Circumſtances, to depart from 
his Rule, the Neceſſity under which they lay 
muſt plead their Excuſe, nor can they be juſt- 
y blamed for the Want of that which, indeed, 
it is not in their Power to have. For a great 
Diſtinction is to be made between ſuch Rules and 
forms as regard only Order, and the eternal 
Laws of Right; theſe are not to be varied from 
n any Circumſtances whatſoeyer, thoſe ever have 
been, 


[28] 


been, and ever muſt be, governed by ſuch Ne 
ceſſities as it pleaſes God to bring Men under 
Mere any one to give Account of the Perf 
and Office of the High Prieſt among the Jew; 
no queſtion, he wou d deſcribe him (as the Lay 
of God does) as the eldeſt in the right Lins 
from Aaron, and who alone was empowered ti 
make Expiation for the whole People on the 
great Day of Atonement. And yet, when the 
Jews tell: afterwards under a foreign Dominion, 
and this great Office was exposd to Sale to th 
higheſt Bidder, it woud be hard to ſay, that al 
this while. there was no Atonement made, and 
that the Perfons thus intruding were not High 
Prieſts, for we fee that our Lord and his Apo 
tles acknowled ged and ſubmitted to them as ſuch 
And, I think, that in Equity a very great Dt 
ference is to be made between open Contempt o 

poſitive Inſtitution, and a plam unavoidable 
Neceflity ; in conſideration of which one may con: 
clude, that God did diſpenſe with his own Or 
dinance. Upon theſe Grounds, though we are ver} 
ſenſible of the Imperfection thoſe foreign Churche 
labour under which are not ſubje& to the Go 
vernment of the Epiſcopal Order 3 * yr we 
7 e e are 


Fur mine 01 Part, de T ſee that certain reformed Churches, rhe Scotiſh o 
775 05 and the French, have not that which beſt agreeth with the ſacred Scripture, I me 
the Government that is by Biſhops, in «s much as both thoſe Churches are + Volts ae 7 


[29] 
are not take upon us to pronounce their Mi- 
üſtry and Ordinances void, upon this Account: 
if their Caſe be candidly confider'd they will be 
ound to want this primitive Inſtitution, only be- 
auſe their Circumſtances will not permit them to 


Wc it; we know none of em who preſumptuouſly 
WW cnounce it, many, we are ſure, do highly reve- 
the hence it: And may it pleaſe God, in his own 
the Wood time, to unite us all in external Order and 


iſcipline, as we are already in the Fundamentals 
Hour Faith. 


Thus much may ſuffice concerning the Inſti- 
ution, the Perpetuitv, the Degrees and Powers 
ft the Miniftry in Chriſts Church. From 
| which has been ſaid on theſe Heads I ſhall, 
n very few Words, make an Inference or two, 
nd ſo conclude. a 
And, Fir, If the Miniſters of Chriſt's Church 
re appointed by Chriſt himſelf, no Man ought 
0 aſlume this Office without being lawfully call- 
d and ſent to it, and they who do ſo, not on- 


erent Kind of Regiment; which to remedy it, is for the one altogether too late, and too 
for the other, during their preſent Aftiction and Trouble: This ther Defect and Imper- 
tom I had rather lament in ſuch a Ca fe than exagitate, conſidering that Men oftentimes 
bout any Fault of Fheir own, may be driven to want that Kind of Polity or Regiment 
Kh is beſt: and to content themſelves with that, which either the trremediable Error of 
1 * or the Neceſſity of the preſent hath caſt upon them. Heoker's E. P. 
3. 11. BED } 
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30 
ly introduce Diſorder and Confuſion into thy 
Church, but alſo uſurp upon the Authority 9 
our Lord, who has eſtabliſhed theſe Miniſter 
and by whoſe Deſignation they act. And i 
the Subordination of Miniſters be a Divine q 
Apoſtolical Ordinance, inferior Miniſters ought 
not to uſurp upon the Office delegated to th 
ſuperior, but are to keep themſelves with 
in the Bounds preſcribed by their Commiſſion, 


beyond which they have no Authority at 
all. 


Secondly, The Rulers of Chriſt's Church 
may here fee the End of their Inſtitution, an 
the important Nature of their Office, that % 
watch for Mens Souls, that the Care of ther 
eternal Welfare is committed to them, an 
therefore they are to direct all their Studis 
and Actions to this End: But there is no nec 
of inſiſting on this, on this Occaſion, and to thi 
Auditory. 5 | 


Lajtly, Let us who are placed under ti 
Government of theſe Rulers, and Fathers il 
Chriſts Church, always remember how dut 
fully we ought to reverence and highly eften 
them for their Works Sake, how we ought t 
to obey their Admonitions, and ſabmit to the! 
Corrections, that may ſee our proffiting 15 th 

ri 


319 
Lord, and beholding the Travel of their Soul 
may be ſjatizjyd, may preſide over us with 
chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction in this Life, and 
when, at the laſt Day, he great Shepherd him- 
ſelf hall appear, they may give Account of their 


Miniſtry and Care over us with Foy and not 
with Grief. Which God grant, Oc. 
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